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Mains answer-writing practice

8 original descriptive questions + model answers

State GK and state-linked general studies, in one PDF.

Higher level: eight analytical prompts, each with a roughly 150-word model response
and a suggested 10-mark self-assessment guide.

These are original practice questions, not previous-year questions or an official mock.
This focused first collection does not replace an exam-specific syllabus.

Language: English. Core focus: history, geography, heritage, governance, development,
environment and institutions.

This edition emphasises stable concepts. It is not a current-affairs digest; verify
changing schemes, office-holders, district boundaries and budget figures separately.

How to use this book
Write your response before reading the model. Use the marking guide to check
coverage, accuracy and structure. Marks and word targets are practice choices.

Research and scope - page 2
Start practice - page 3
Source register - page 11
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1 / Foundation-level preparation
An inspected HPRCA Pharmacy Officer syllabus copy lists HP GK with current affairs,
science, reasoning and languages alongside specialist subjects. It is a primary-document copy
hosted by a publisher, not independently matched to the official download page. It is a
post-specific example, not a universal basic-exam pattern. [EX1]

2 / Higher-level evidence
The indexed official HPAS 2025 advertisement lists HP history, geography, polity,
art/culture and socioeconomic development in objective prelims. An official indexed notice
changes GS mains questions from 2024 onwards to 150-word/8-mark and 225-word/12-mark
formats. Full legacy PDF access was unreliable. This book's 10-mark guides are editorial, not
that official scheme. [EX2/EX3]

3 / State coverage
Formation and statehood; Himalayan regions and rivers; railway and natural heritage;
monasteries, painting, embroidery, festivals and architecture; tea, horticulture, hydropower,
wetlands, tourism and mountain services.

Format and evidence limits
All items are original practice, not previous-year questions or an official mock. MCQs use
four options. Mains models are about 150 words with practice self-assessment guides. This
state-focused collection does not cover a complete language, aptitude, technical or
current-affairs syllabus.

Using the three PDFs
Basic develops recall and simple applications. Advanced adds chronology, statements,
evidence checks, data and policy reasoning. Mains develops structured analysis. Match the
applicable official advertisement, syllabus and amendments to your target post and
examination stage.
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01 / Formation and historical data

Distinguish Himachal Pradesh's administrative formation, territorial
enlargement and statehood. Why do these distinctions matter when
comparing historical data?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Himachal Pradesh's administrative formation in April 1948, Bilaspur's integration in 1954,
territorial enlargement in 1966 and full statehood in January 1971 mark different stages.
They should not be treated as alternative dates for one identical event.

Administrative formation concerns the creation of a territorial unit. Integration and
enlargement changed its coverage, while statehood changed its constitutional status.
Separating these dimensions gives a clearer account of political development and the
growth of institutions.

The distinctions also matter for statistics. A population or production total for the
earlier territory cannot be directly compared with a later total covering additional areas.
An apparent increase may partly reflect a larger unit rather than improved conditions
within the same area.

A careful study should identify boundaries, definitions, reference periods and sources.
Where possible, it should reconstruct comparable units; otherwise it should explain the
break in coverage. Historical analysis is stronger when chronology and measurement are
connected, allowing institutional change to be studied without mistaking a change in
territory for a change in welfare.

Self-assessment
Accurate stages 3; distinctions and statistical implications 4; comparability method and
structure 3.

Evidence / basis: H1/H2; original historical and statistical analysis. Editorial model answer.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn


SARKARIJOBTRACK / STATE SERIES 09 Mains answer-writing

Write, compare, improve

sarkarijobtrack.com/learn | Himachal Pradesh | 28 Oct 2026 4 / 13

02 / Horticulture and livelihoods

Suggest a strategy to improve the resilience of fruit-grower livelihoods
in Himachal Pradesh.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Fruit-grower resilience depends on production, prices, costs and access to markets.
Himachal Pradesh contains varied agroclimatic settings, so a strategy should begin with
local suitability and household circumstances rather than prescribing the same fruit
everywhere.

Growers need practical advice on suitable varieties, soil and water management, plant
health and risk. Diversification may reduce dependence on one crop, but alternatives
require viable buyers and handling systems. Training should be linked to farm conditions
and followed by support during implementation.

Post-harvest measures should connect grading, packaging, storage, transport and market
information. Cold storage can improve flexibility, but its fees, energy reliability and
expected price benefit need assessment. Collective arrangements may help smaller
growers reach services that are expensive individually.

Evaluation should track net returns, losses, payment reliability and participation across
farm groups. Rising production or storage capacity alone does not prove better
livelihoods. The objective is a dependable income with manageable risks and resource use,
supported by services and markets that work under ordinary as well as difficult
conditions.

Self-assessment
Local diagnosis and risks 3; linked production and market measures 4; income and inclusion
indicators 3.

Evidence / basis: E2 for agroclimatic context; original livelihood strategy. Editorial model answer.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn


SARKARIJOBTRACK / STATE SERIES 09 Mains answer-writing

Write, compare, improve

sarkarijobtrack.com/learn | Himachal Pradesh | 28 Oct 2026 5 / 13

03 / Hydropower appraisal

Outline a balanced framework for assessing a hypothetical hydropower
proposal in a Himachal river valley.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
A hydropower appraisal should examine energy benefits alongside the river valley's
ecological and social conditions. Installed capacity describes a power rating; expected
generation requires evidence about usable flows, seasonality, outages and operating
performance.

The assessment should consider river connectivity, sediment, downstream conditions,
construction impacts and cumulative pressure from other projects. Land requirements,
access roads and spoil disposal need attention, as do the livelihoods and services of
affected settlements. A project should not be assessed as if the surrounding valley were
empty.

Economic analysis should distinguish construction work from continuing employment and
gross revenue from wider local benefits. Responsibilities for monitoring, maintenance,
mitigation and emergency arrangements should be clear under applicable requirements.
Affected people need understandable information and credible ways to raise concerns.

Evaluation should compare actual energy, environmental conditions and household
outcomes with a baseline. Promised benefits require continuing verification. A balanced
decision brings costs, uncertainty and alternatives into the same appraisal, with
enforceable arrangements to address harm and revise operations when evidence warrants
change.

Self-assessment
Energy and local context 3; environmental and livelihood appraisal 4; accountability and
evaluation 3.

Evidence / basis: E3 for project context; original hypothetical appraisal. Editorial model answer.
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04 / Mountain tourism

How should a mountain destination evaluate tourism growth beyond
visitor arrivals?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Visitor arrivals measure tourism volume, but they do not establish the quality of
development. Mountain destinations differ in water availability, access, ecology and
settlement conditions. Evaluation should therefore begin with local service capacity and
residents' experience.

Economic indicators should include reliable work, local purchasing and the distribution of
earnings among businesses and households. Seasonal peaks matter because they can
strain infrastructure while leaving irregular income through the rest of the year. Housing
and transport costs may also change.

Environmental and service monitoring should cover water supply, sewage, waste,
congestion and pressure on sensitive places. Visitor routes and facilities should follow
site-specific evidence. Residents, workers and small businesses should participate in
identifying manageable arrangements and reporting recurring problems.

Results should be compared over time using consistent definitions and appropriate
seasonal baselines. More arrivals alongside worsening water quality or exclusion would
signal a need for correction. Tourism policy should therefore pursue durable local
benefits within resource limits, with transparent reporting and the capacity to adjust
plans when outcomes deteriorate.

Self-assessment
Broader indicators 3; practical capacity and participation measures 4; comparable evaluation
3.

Evidence / basis: G2 for contrasting landscape context; original tourism framework. Editorial model answer.
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05 / Mountain roads and resilience

Propose an assessment and monitoring framework for a hypothetical
mountain-road upgrade in Himachal Pradesh.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
A road upgrade may improve access to markets and essential services, but travel-time
savings alone are an incomplete test. Assessment should examine the route's terrain,
drainage, construction methods and maintenance needs together with the settlements it
serves.

Technical investigation should identify unstable slopes, water pathways, sensitive
locations and appropriate treatment of excavated material. Design and construction
should follow qualified assessment and applicable requirements. Drainage and spoil
management deserve continuing attention because failures can affect places beyond the
immediate works.

Local consultation should identify seasonal access problems, vulnerable users and
disruptions to livelihoods. Work planning should include safe access during construction
and clear responsibility for inspection and repairs. Promised connectivity should be
checked under demanding seasonal conditions, not only on the opening day.

Monitoring should track closures, damage, drainage performance, repair time and changes
in access to services and markets. Costs over the road's life matter as well as the initial
contract price. A resilient upgrade provides dependable access while managing
location-specific risks and responding promptly to evidence of failure.

Self-assessment
Balanced diagnosis 3; design, construction and maintenance measures 4; access and
performance indicators 3.

Evidence / basis: Original infrastructure-assessment scenario; not an engineering specification. Editorial
model answer.
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06 / Craft and built heritage

Suggest an approach that supports Himachal's craft and
vernacular-architecture traditions without treating every tradition as
one uniform style.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Chamba Rumal, Kangra painting and Kath Kuni architecture represent different
materials, skills and uses. A support programme should recognise their specific
practitioners and settings rather than merging them into a single decorative image of
Himachal Pradesh.

Work should begin with consultation about training, documentation, materials and viable
opportunities. Apprenticeships and fair contracts can support transmission and
livelihoods. Documentation needs consent and attribution, while public interpretation
should distinguish technique, regional variation and the evidence behind historical claims.

Built heritage also requires condition surveys and qualified advice. A traditional building's
survival in a past event does not establish universal safety. Repairs and new uses should
consider structural condition, site, maintenance and appropriate materials, as well as
cultural meaning.

Evaluation should track practitioner earnings, learning opportunities, continuity of use
and the condition of significant fabric. Sales and visitor counts offer only partial
evidence. A successful approach supports living expertise and informed adaptation while
allowing practitioners and residents a meaningful voice in how their heritage is presented
and sustained.

Self-assessment
Accurate distinctions 3; practical transmission and conservation measures 4; consent, safety
and evaluation 3.

Evidence / basis: C2/C3/C6; original heritage-support framework. Editorial model answer.
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07 / Wetlands and local benefits

How can conservation of a Himachal wetland such as Pong Dam Lake,
Renuka or Chandertal be linked with appropriate local benefits?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Pong Dam Lake, Renuka and Chandertal are recognised Ramsar wetlands, but their settings
differ. Conservation should start with each site's water regime, habitat conditions and
patterns of human use. International recognition does not substitute for a practical
management plan.

Monitoring should use comparable observations of water quality and levels, habitat
change, disturbance and wildlife use. Pressures may originate outside the wetland, so
surrounding land uses and water connections require attention. A single visitor or bird
count cannot capture all ecological conditions.

Local residents and other users should help identify suitable access, livelihood
opportunities and restrictions. Guiding, interpretation and compatible services may
provide benefits where appropriate. Arrangements should address who can participate and
who bears costs, with understandable rules and a working complaints process.

Success should be measured through ecological condition, manageable use and the
distribution of benefits. Revenue alone is insufficient. Clear responsibilities and periodic
review can help managers adjust activities when evidence shows harm, allowing local gains
to support the continued functioning of the wetland.

Self-assessment
Site-specific understanding 3; conservation and livelihood measures 4; distribution and
adaptive evaluation 3.

Evidence / basis: N2/N3; original wetland-management framework. Editorial model answer.
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08 / Services in remote settlements

Design an evaluation of a hypothetical mobile public-service programme
for remote mountain settlements.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
A mobile programme should be evaluated by whether residents obtain dependable
assistance, not simply by the number of villages visited. Mountain access and seasonal
disruption make continuity an essential part of service quality.

Evaluation should follow users from finding information to receiving assistance and
completing any referral or follow-up. Indicators should include repeat-visit reliability,
completion rates, waiting time, unresolved cases and barriers faced by different groups.
The programme should distinguish an initial contact from a completed service.

Planning needs local input about routes, timing, language and practical access. Reliable
communication and contingency arrangements can reduce missed visits. Records should
support coordination without exposing personal information, and residents should know
how to report interruptions or mistakes.

Administrative data should be combined with feedback and checks on unsuccessful or
abandoned cases. Rising coverage can coexist with weak follow-through. The stronger test
is whether more people receive timely, understandable and continuing service at
manageable cost. Findings should guide changes in staffing, schedules and coordination,
with clear responsibility for correcting recurring gaps.

Self-assessment
User journey and continuity 3; practical indicators and improvements 4; inclusion and
accountability 3.

Evidence / basis: Original mountain-service evaluation scenario. Editorial model answer.
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

EX1 / HPRCA Pharmacy Officer syllabus: publisher-hosted document copy, p6
img2.freejobalert.com

EX2 / HPPSC: HPAS 2025 advertisement; official indexed text
www.hppsc.hp.gov.in

EX3 / HPPSC: change to GS mains question format from 2024; indexed notice
hppsc.hp.gov.in

H1 / Government of Himachal Pradesh: formation, enlargement and statehood
himachal.gov.in

H2 / Revenue Department: formation and Bilaspur integration
himachal.gov.in

G1 / Himachal Tourism: mountain setting and topography
himachaltourism.gov.in

G2 / Himachal Tourism: Spiti landscape and settlement
himachaltourism.gov.in

G3 / Himachal Tourism: rivers and Himalayan regions
himachaltourism.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://img2.freejobalert.com/news/2026/09/980656-6aba03bbe3a9b81025778.pdf
https://www.hppsc.hp.gov.in/hppsc/WriteReadData/LINKS/Advertisementbf420608-5101-4d5a-b1b2-06fa637fe355.pdf
https://hppsc.hp.gov.in/hppsc/WriteReadData/LINKS/HPAS20245c2afe97-744c-4f15-a1a4-cf61862e9f0b.pdf
https://himachal.gov.in/Content/HtmlPage?qs=LdEF%2BAuYkB4CxHJY%2Bd8E%2FA%3D%3D
https://himachal.gov.in/revenue/Content/MenuContent?qs=h%2Fyhm1mKjnBU5WXnnPSVeA%3D%3D
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/topography/
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/destination/spiti-valley/
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/great-himalayas/
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

G4 / Himachal Tourism: Lahaul and Tandi confluence
himachaltourism.gov.in

N1 / UNESCO: Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area
whc.unesco.org

N2 / Convention on Wetlands: Pong Dam Lake on the Beas
www.ramsar.org

N3 / HIMCOSTE: state wetland authority and Ramsar sites
www.himcoste.hp.gov.in

U1 / UNESCO: Mountain Railways of India and Kalka-Shimla component
whc.unesco.org

U2 / UNESCO: 2008 decision adding Kalka-Shimla Railway
whc.unesco.org

C1 / Himachal Tourism: monasteries and Tabo foundation
himachaltourism.gov.in

C2 / Chamba district: embroidered Chamba Rumal
hpchamba.nic.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/destination/lahaul-valley/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1406/
https://www.ramsar.org/news/india-designates-eleven-new-wetlands-international-importance
https://www.himcoste.hp.gov.in/Wetland%20Authority/Wetland_Home.aspx
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/944/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/decisions/1489/
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/destination/monasteries/
https://hpchamba.nic.in/one-district-one-product/
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

C3 / Kangra district: painting traditions
hpkangra.nic.in

C4 / Himachal Tourism: fairs and festivals
himachaltourism.gov.in

C5 / Himachal Tourism: regional arts and Nati
himachaltourism.gov.in

C6 / G.B. Pant NIHE: Kath Kuni in Himalayan resilient-practices collection
www.gbpihed.gov.in

E1 / Tea Board of India: Kangra tea region
teaboard.gov.in

E2 / HP SHIVA: agroclimatic zones and fruit suitability
hpshiva.hp.gov.in

E3 / SJVN: Nathpa Jhakri station on the Sutlej
sjvn.nic.in

Read sources in context
Formation in 1948 and full statehood in 1971 are different milestones. Old state pages may
contain outdated boundaries or statistics; only stable associations are used here. Verify
changing administrative details and recruitment instructions separately.

World Heritage, Ramsar and intangible-heritage systems are distinct. Numerical figures and
administrative cases are invented practice exercises. Model answers and 10-mark guides are
editorial suggestions. Heritage discussion is not a building-safety certification.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://hpkangra.nic.in/gallery/kangra-paintings/
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/fairs-fests/
https://himachaltourism.gov.in/destination/ethnic/
https://www.gbpihed.gov.in/PDF/Publication/Climate_Resilient_Practices_IHR_Success_Stories.pdf
https://teaboard.gov.in/TEABOARDCSM/OA%3D%3D
https://hpshiva.hp.gov.in/cms/en/at-a-glance/
https://sjvn.nic.in/en/nathpa-jhakri-hydro-power-station
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