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Mains answer-writing practice

8 original descriptive questions + model answers

State GK and state-linked general studies, in one PDF.

Higher level: eight analytical prompts, each with a roughly 150-word model response
and a suggested 10-mark self-assessment guide.

These are original practice questions, not previous-year questions or an official mock.
This focused first collection does not replace an exam-specific syllabus.

Language: English. Core focus: history, geography, heritage, governance, development,
environment and institutions.

This edition emphasises stable concepts. It is not a current-affairs digest; verify
changing schemes, office-holders, district boundaries and budget figures separately.

How to use this book
Write your response before reading the model. Use the marking guide to check
coverage, accuracy and structure. Marks and word targets are practice choices.

Research and scope - page 2
Start practice - page 3
Source register - page 11
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1 / Entry-level patterns vary
GSSC Advertisement 3/2026 lists English, numerical ability, reasoning and Konkani in CBT-I,
and English, numerical ability, reasoning and computers in CBT-II. It is a post-specific
example, not a universal Goa-GK pattern. An official LDC sample also illustrates grammar,
figures, series and arithmetic. [EX1/EX4]

2 / Higher-level evidence
GPSC's published civil-service syllabus includes governance and India/Goa history,
geography, culture and environment. A separate 2023 recruitment pre-screening syllabus
focuses on aptitude and English. Match the post, stage and current advertisement. Mains
prompts here are editorial practice, not an asserted GPSC descriptive-paper pattern.
[EX2/EX3]

3 / State coverage
Political development; coastal and river geography; language; churches and temple heritage;
festivals and performance; agriculture, khazan water management, livelihoods, environment
and public services.

Format and evidence limits
All items are original practice, not copied previous-year questions or an official mock. MCQs
use four options; the inspected LDC sample uses five. Word targets and 10-mark guides are
practice choices. This collection does not cover the full Konkani, English, reasoning,
computer or current-affairs syllabus.

Using the three PDFs
Basic builds recall and one-step application. Advanced develops chronology, statements,
evidence checks and numerical interpretation. Mains develops structured analysis. Study the
exact official syllabus alongside these state-focused supplements.
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01 / Political development

Distinguish liberation, the Opinion Poll and statehood in Goa's political
development.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Goa's modern political development involved separate decisions about colonial rule,
territorial identity and constitutional status. Liberation in December 1961 ended
Portuguese rule. The 1967 Opinion Poll rejected merger with Maharashtra, while
statehood followed in May 1987.

These events should not be treated as interchangeable. Liberation concerned the end of
colonial administration. The poll concerned a proposed territorial merger. Statehood
established Goa as a state within the Indian Union. Separating the questions helps
explain why political integration did not mean an immediate or inevitable merger with a
neighbouring state.

A strong account combines chronology with the role of public participation and
institutional change. It should also recognise that a poll result records a particular
decision; it does not prove that every resident held the same view on all cultural or
political issues.

The sequence therefore illustrates several dimensions of democratic development.
Accurate interpretation requires attention to the issue decided at each stage, rather
than a list of dates alone.

Self-assessment
Correct chronology 3; distinctions between the three events 4; interpretation and clear
structure 3.

Evidence / basis: H1; original historical analysis. Editorial model answer.
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02 / Khazan resilience

Suggest a practical strategy to protect Goa's khazan agriculture while
supporting livelihoods.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Khazan cultivation depends on protective bunds and regulated water movement through
sluice gates. Damage to one part of this connected system can expose fields to saline
water and disrupt cultivation. A resilience strategy should begin with local diagnosis
rather than isolated construction.

Cultivators and technical staff should jointly map weak bunds, gate conditions,
drainage routes and affected fields. Repairs should follow the water system as a whole,
with responsibilities for inspection, operation and routine maintenance clearly
assigned. Soil and water conditions should guide decisions about restoring crops.

Livelihood support may include advice, suitable inputs and access to markets, but
assistance should reflect actual losses and household needs. Work schedules and
monitoring should allow affected users to report recurring failures and participate in
decisions.

Success should be measured through functioning structures, controlled water
movement, cultivation restored and farmer earnings over time. Completing a repair
contract is useful, but durable protection requires maintenance, coordination and
evidence that the system works during demanding conditions.

Self-assessment
System understanding 3; linked repair and livelihood measures 4; participation and outcome
measures 3.

Evidence / basis: K1; original resilience plan. Editorial model answer.
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03 / Sustainable tourism

How can Goa evaluate tourism growth beyond an increase in visitor
arrivals?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Visitor arrivals describe the volume of tourism, but do not by themselves measure
development quality. A useful assessment should connect spending and employment
with public services, environmental conditions and the experience of residents.

Economic indicators should include stable work, local purchasing and the distribution of
earnings among businesses and households. Seasonal variation matters because short
peaks can place pressure on infrastructure while leaving workers with irregular
income. Environmental monitoring should cover water quality, sewage treatment,
waste collection and pressure on sensitive places.

Planning should involve residents, workers, small vendors and service providers.
Measures could include improving treatment capacity, managing congestion and
directing visitors towards experiences that communities can sustain. Site-specific
limits and safeguards should follow evidence rather than a single statewide visitor
target.

Evaluation should compare conditions over time using consistent definitions. Rising
arrivals alongside worsening pollution or exclusion would signal a problem. Tourism
policy should therefore reward durable local benefits and manageable resource use,
with transparent reporting and corrective action where outcomes deteriorate.

Self-assessment
Broader indicators 3; practical management measures 4; distribution and evaluation 3.

Evidence / basis: Original policy analysis; Goa-linked hypothetical framework. Editorial model answer.
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04 / Heritage interpretation

Propose an interpretation and conservation plan connecting Old Goa's
churches with Tambdi Surla's temple heritage.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Old Goa's Churches and Convents form an inscribed World Heritage property, while the
Mahadev Temple at Tambdi Surla represents an earlier temple tradition. Presenting
both can show historical depth without reducing Goa to one period or architectural
style.

Interpretation should identify each site's date, material, religious use and evidence
base. Maps and accessible labels can explain how the sites relate to changing
settlement and patronage. Claims should distinguish documented evidence from
tradition or later interpretation. Inclusion in a tourism route does not give every site
the same legal or UNESCO status.

Conservation should start with condition surveys, drainage, visitor movement and
maintenance needs. Signage, paths and facilities should respect historic fabric and
continuing religious use. Guides should receive training, while local users should help
identify pressures and workable solutions.

Success should be judged by building condition, visitor understanding and respectful
access. Increased footfall alone is insufficient. A coordinated plan should broaden
public understanding while protecting the distinct character and needs of each place.

Self-assessment
Accurate site distinctions 3; interpretation and conservation measures 4; participation and
outcomes 3.

Evidence / basis: U1/C1; original heritage-management framework. Editorial model answer.
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05 / Mining and development

Outline a framework to assess the development effects of a
hypothetical mining proposal in Goa.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
An assessment should begin with the proposal's location, scale, duration and affected
people. Promised jobs and revenue are relevant, but they should be examined alongside
environmental costs, alternative land uses and responsibilities after extraction ends.

The economic appraisal should distinguish temporary construction work from
continuing jobs, and gross sales from local income. It should examine skills, safety,
local purchasing and how benefits are distributed. Environmental assessment should
address water, dust, transport pressure, habitat effects and cumulative impacts rather
than looking at the site in isolation.

Affected communities need access to understandable evidence and a process for
raising concerns. Conditions should specify monitoring, complaints, corrective action
and credible rehabilitation arrangements, subject to applicable approvals and law.
Funding and responsibility for restoration must be clear before operations create
liabilities.

Evaluation should track outcomes against a baseline over time. A proposal contributes
to development when its benefits are durable and broadly shared, its costs are assessed
transparently, and enforceable arrangements address damage and closure.

Self-assessment
Balanced appraisal 3; environmental and livelihood measures 4; accountability and closure 3.

Evidence / basis: Original appraisal framework; no claim about a current project. Editorial model answer.
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06 / Accessible administration

Design an evaluation of a hypothetical online public-service portal in
Goa that considers language and digital access.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
An online portal should be evaluated by whether residents can complete a service
reliably, not simply by the number of accounts created. The assessment should follow
users from finding information to submitting an application and receiving a decision.

Indicators should include completion rates, processing time, errors, repeat visits and
unresolved complaints. Results should be examined across locations and user groups to
reveal unequal access. Language clarity, accessibility, connectivity and the availability
of help can affect whether a formally available service is usable.

Testing should include residents with different language needs and levels of digital
confidence. Assisted access, clear instructions and reliable status updates can reduce
barriers. Changes should be checked against actual tasks, with privacy and secure
handling of personal information built into the process.

Evaluation should combine service records with user feedback and observations of
failed applications. A rise in registrations may reflect publicity rather than improved
delivery. The stronger test is whether more eligible people receive timely,
understandable and dependable service without avoidable burdens.

Self-assessment
User-centred indicators 3; access and improvement measures 4; evidence and accountability
3.

Evidence / basis: Original governance design; L1 for language context only. Editorial model answer.
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07 / Culture and livelihoods

How can support for Shigmo, Tiatr and Mando preserve cultural practice
while improving livelihoods?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Shigmo, Tiatr and Mando are distinct parts of Goa's cultural life: a spring festival, a
theatrical form and a song tradition. Support should recognise their differences and
the communities and practitioners who sustain them.

A useful programme should begin with consultation about training, rehearsal space,
documentation and performance opportunities. Fair contracts, timely payment and
transparent selection can improve livelihoods. Support for younger learners should
strengthen transmission without requiring every performance to fit a tourism
schedule or a single standard format.

Documentation should respect consent, attribution and context. Visitor-facing
interpretation can explain the meaning of a performance, but practitioners should
retain a voice in presentation and adaptation. Commercial income is valuable when it
supports continuing practice and fair returns.

Evaluation should examine participation, earnings, opportunities for learning and
practitioners' own assessment of continuity. Event counts and audience size provide
only partial evidence. A sound approach treats culture as a living practice with social
meaning, as well as a source of work and public enjoyment.

Self-assessment
Accurate cultural distinctions 3; practical livelihood and transmission measures 4; consent
and evaluation 3.

Evidence / basis: C2/C3/C4; original cultural-policy analysis. Editorial model answer.
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08 / Evidence-led services

A coastal village reports repeated flooding after several drainage
projects. Explain how an administrator should investigate and respond.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Repeated flooding after drainage works calls for an investigation of the whole water
system and the performance of completed projects. More expenditure should not be
assumed to solve a problem whose causes remain unclear.

The administrator should map affected areas, rainfall and tidal conditions, drainage
routes, obstructions and the condition of structures. Residents' accounts should be
compared with site inspections and project records. In a khazan setting, bunds and
sluice gates also require attention because water regulation involves connected
structures.

Immediate measures should protect people and essential access. Longer-term work
should follow an engineering diagnosis, with clear maintenance responsibilities and
coordination between relevant agencies. Procurement records and completion reports
should be checked against what was built and how it functions.

Monitoring should track the frequency, depth and duration of flooding under
comparable conditions. Public reporting and a working complaints process can reveal
recurring failures. The objective is sustained reduction in exposure and disruption, with
corrective action based on observed performance rather than repeated construction
alone.

Self-assessment
Diagnosis and evidence 3; coordinated response and maintenance 4; outcomes and
accountability 3.

Evidence / basis: K1; original administrative scenario. Editorial model answer.
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

EX1 / GSSC: Advertisement 3/2026 syllabus and scheme
gssc.goa.gov.in

EX2 / GPSC: Civil Service syllabus, uploaded 12 July 2019
gpsc.goa.gov.in

EX3 / GPSC: Junior Scale Officer pre-screening, Advt 11/2023
gpsc.goa.gov.in

EX4 / GSSC: official Lower Division Clerk sample paper
gssc.goa.gov.in

H1 / Goa Information and Publicity: political milestones
dip.goa.gov.in

H2 / Goa Information and Publicity: history of Goa
dip.goa.gov.in

G1 / Goa Information and Publicity: geography and capital
dip.goa.gov.in

L1 / Directorate of Official Language: statutory language provisions
dol.goa.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://gssc.goa.gov.in/docs/syllabus/syllabus-and-scheme-of-examination-advertisement-no.-3-of-2026_compressed.pdf
https://gpsc.goa.gov.in/wp-content/uploads/SYLLABUS/116.pdf
https://gpsc.goa.gov.in/wp-content/uploads/SYLLABUS/821.pdf
https://gssc.goa.gov.in/docs/sample_paper/lower-division-clerk-sample.pdf
https://dip.goa.gov.in/milestones-of-goa/
https://dip.goa.gov.in/history-of-goa/
https://dip.goa.gov.in/about-goa/
https://dol.goa.gov.in/citizens-charter/
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

U1 / UNESCO: Churches and Convents of Goa, List 234
whc.unesco.org

C1 / GTDC: Mahadev Temple, Tambdi Surla
goa-tourism.com

C2 / GTDC: Shigmo and its performing traditions
goa-tourism.com

C3 / Goa Information and Publicity: people and performing arts
dip.goa.gov.in

C4 / South Goa district: cultural forms including Mando
southgoa.nic.in

N1 / Government of Goa: Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife Sanctuary
www.goa.gov.in

E1 / Goa Information and Publicity: rainfall, rivers and crops
dip.goa.gov.in

K1 / Government of India: Parliament reply on khazan lands
sansad.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/234/
https://goa-tourism.com/temple/mahadev-temple-tambdi-surla/
https://goa-tourism.com/festival/shigmo/
https://dip.goa.gov.in/people-of-goa/
https://southgoa.nic.in/places-of-interest/
https://www.goa.gov.in/places/bhagwan-mahavir-wildlife-sanctuary/
https://dip.goa.gov.in/rainfall-rivers-crops/
https://sansad.in/getFile/annex/258/AU1374.pdf?source=pqars
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

R1 / GSSC: syllabus index for checking the applicable notice
gssc.goa.gov.in

Read sources in context
Official pages may mix stable facts and old statistics. The rainfall/crops page includes dated
figures; none is presented here as a current statistic. Verify district boundaries,
office-holders, schemes and recruitment rules separately.

World Heritage inscription applies to the defined Churches and Convents property, not all of
Goa. Management scenarios and numerical data in this collection are invented practice
exercises; model answers are editorial suggestions.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://gssc.goa.gov.in/recruitment/candidates/syllabus/
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