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Mains answer-writing practice

8 original descriptive questions + model answers

State GK and state-linked general studies, in one PDF.

Higher level: eight analytical prompts, each with a roughly 150-word model response
and a suggested 10-mark self-assessment guide.

These are original practice questions, not previous-year questions or an official mock.
This focused first collection does not replace an exam-specific syllabus.

Language: English. Core focus: history, geography, heritage, governance, development,
environment and institutions.

This edition emphasises stable concepts. It is not a current-affairs digest; verify
changing schemes, office-holders, district boundaries and budget figures separately.

How to use this book
Write your response before reading the model. Use the marking guide to check
coverage, accuracy and structure. Marks and word targets are practice choices.

Research and scope - page 2
Start practice - page 3
Source register - page 11

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn


SARKARIJOBTRACK / STATE SERIES 11 Mains answer-writing

What the exam research tells us

sarkarijobtrack.com/learn | Karnataka | 28 Oct 2026 2 / 13

Research trail and access limit
Official KPSC documents were identified for below-degree Group C (EX1) and Gazetted
Probationers (EX2). Both could not be retrieved. Degree-level and mains links also failed.
Their contents, current pattern and topic weightages are not treated as verified here.

Question types used here
The basic set uses direct recall, matching, simple numeracy and digital literacy. The advanced
set adds chronology, statement checks, data interpretation and policy scenarios. These are
editorial difficulty choices, not measured frequencies from previous papers.

Karnataka topics verified
State and district sources, UNESCO, the Coffee Board, ISRO, IISc and the Wildlife Institute
support the factual topics: formation, historical sites, rivers, performing arts, ecology,
agriculture and institutions. Source IDs accompany the answers.

Higher-level writing practice
Eight descriptive prompts connect Karnataka examples with heritage management,
ecological planning, agriculture, water, cities, regional development and ethics. Model
answers, roughly 150-word targets and 10-mark rubrics are editorial teaching aids.

Use with the exact notice
This is a state-GK and linked-GS supplement, not a full mock or complete syllabus. Study
language papers, current affairs, applicable laws and recruitment-specific topics separately.
Verify the live official notification before planning exam timings or marks.
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01 / History and identity

Distinguish Karnataka's state reorganisation in 1956 from its renaming
in 1973. Explain why the distinction matters.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Karnataka's contemporary political identity involves two distinct milestones. The
reorganised Mysore State came into being on 1 November 1956 under the States
Reorganisation Act. It brought Kannada-speaking regions from different administrative
settings together. The name Karnataka was adopted on 1 November 1973.

Reorganisation concerned territory and administration, while renaming changed the
state's official name. Treating the dates as interchangeable obscures the process through
which a larger linguistic region acquired a shared political identity. Rajyotsava
commemorates the November formation milestone.

The distinction also matters when interpreting records. Older documents may use Mysore
to refer to the state rather than only the present city of Mysuru. Historical statistics
require attention to boundaries and definitions, not merely the label used.

A balanced account should recognise linguistic aspirations alongside the diversity within
the state. Shared identity can support participation, but effective administration must
remain accessible to different communities and regions. Accurate chronology provides a
sound basis for understanding this relationship between identity and institutions.

Self-assessment
Two milestones: 3 | Significance and identity: 3 | Records and inclusion: 2 | Accuracy and
structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: H1, H2; interpretation. Editorial model answer.
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02 / Architectural heritage

Compare Pattadakal, the Hoysala ensembles and Hampi as evidence of
Karnataka's architectural history.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Pattadakal, the Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas and Hampi represent different periods
and forms of architectural achievement in Karnataka. They should be compared through
chronology, design and historical function rather than treated as one uniform tradition.

Pattadakal illustrates Chalukya-period experimentation in the seventh and eighth
centuries, bringing northern and southern temple forms together. The Hoysala ensembles
at Belur, Halebidu and Somanathapura, mainly from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
display intricate carving and distinctive temple planning. Hampi preserves the varied
remains of the Vijayanagara capital, including sacred, royal and urban features.

Together, these places show exchange, innovation and the relationship between political
patronage and artistic expression. Their differences also reveal why monument study
needs attention to both individual buildings and wider landscapes.

Conservation should therefore protect material fabric, setting and interpretation, while
providing responsible access. Community involvement and careful visitor management
can support livelihoods without reducing complex historical sites to attractive backdrops
or assuming that all require identical management measures.

Self-assessment
Accurate comparison: 4 | Historical interpretation: 2 | Conservation implications: 2 |
Organisation and clarity: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: C1, C2, C3. Editorial model answer.
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03 / Ecology and planning

Explain how Western Ghats conservation can be integrated into
development planning in Karnataka.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The Western Ghats are significant for biodiversity, endemic species and ecological
processes linked to the monsoon. Development planning in Karnataka should recognise
these functions alongside the needs of settlements and livelihoods. Protected sites also
form part of a wider connected landscape.

Planning should begin with reliable information about habitats, slopes, water systems and
existing pressures. Infrastructure proposals need assessment of alternatives and
cumulative effects, rather than separate approval exercises that overlook the combined
consequences of several projects. Sensitive locations may require avoidance or changes in
design.

Local communities should help identify resource dependence and practical risks. Livelihood
measures, accessible services and transparent consultation can reduce conflict while
maintaining conservation objectives. Any intervention must follow the applicable legal
framework for its location.

Monitoring should examine habitat continuity, water quality and social outcomes alongside
project completion. Publishing results and responding to emerging damage can improve
accountability. The aim is to make ecological limits part of everyday planning, rather than
consider environmental costs only after irreversible decisions have been taken.

Self-assessment
Ecological significance: 2 | Planning and alternatives: 3 | Participation and livelihoods: 3 |
Monitoring and clarity: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: N1; proposed planning approach. Editorial model answer.
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04 / Coffee livelihoods

Suggest measures to improve the resilience and incomes of Karnataka's
coffee-growing households.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru are important coffee-growing regions, with Arabica and
Robusta represented in the Coffee Board's regional accounts. Improving household
resilience requires attention to cultivation conditions, market risks and the difference
between sales revenue and income after costs.

Extension services should combine local weather information, appropriate agronomic
advice and grower experience. Soil protection, suitable shade management and careful
water use can support longer-term productivity. Recommendations should reflect farm
conditions rather than prescribe one solution for every elevation or variety.

On the market side, producer collaboration, transparent quality assessment and clearer
price information can improve bargaining. Training and viable processing opportunities
may help retain value locally, but investment decisions should include equipment, labour
and marketing costs. Accessible financial advice can help households assess risks.

Evaluation should track net returns, income variability and access to services across
smaller and larger growers. Higher output alone is insufficient if costs rise faster or
risks become concentrated among households least able to absorb a poor season.

Self-assessment
Coffee context and risks: 2 | Cultivation measures: 3 | Market and cost analysis: 3 |
Evaluation and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E1; agricultural-policy analysis. Editorial model answer.
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05 / Urban water

Outline a practical strategy for improving water security in a growing
Karnataka city.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Urban water security depends on managing demand, supply quality and the systems
connecting them. A growing Karnataka city needs a reliable water balance before choosing
new infrastructure: sources, distribution, losses, groundwater use and seasonal demand
should be assessed with clear definitions.

Early measures can include leak detection, repair priorities and metering appropriate to
local conditions. Protecting lakes and drainage networks, reducing contamination and
improving wastewater treatment can support broader water management. Reuse should
match the quality required for each intended purpose and be monitored.

Demand measures should consider housing patterns, affordability and unequal access.
Residents in poorly served areas need dependable services and accessible complaints
procedures, while commercial users should receive clear responsibilities. Agencies should
coordinate across the watershed and prepare for dry periods.

Progress should be measured through continuity, water quality, reduced avoidable losses
and fair access, not only kilometres of pipe laid. Transparent data and regular review can
help authorities adjust plans when rainfall, population or operating conditions differ from
initial expectations.

Self-assessment
Baseline and diagnosis: 2 | Practical water measures: 3 | Equity and coordination: 3 |
Outcomes and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: Editorial Karnataka urban-governance scenario. Editorial model answer.
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06 / Regional development

How can Karnataka make the benefits of its scientific and technology
institutions accessible across more regions and social groups?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Bengaluru hosts ISRO headquarters and the Indian Institute of Science, illustrating
Karnataka's strong scientific institutional base. Their presence creates opportunities, but
wider access to the benefits of knowledge-led development cannot be assumed from
institutional concentration alone.

A broader strategy should strengthen foundational education, public laboratories and
practical learning opportunities in underserved areas. Partnerships between institutions,
colleges and local enterprises can connect research with regional needs. Transparent
selection and support for travel, language and digital access can help participation reach
beyond already advantaged students.

Economic measures should include relevant skills, reliable infrastructure and
opportunities for smaller suppliers. Local problem-solving projects in water, agriculture
or public services can make technical capability useful outside a few urban sectors.
Programmes should respond to evidence about demand and avoid constructing facilities
without staff or sustained operating resources.

Evaluation should examine participation, employment quality and service improvements
across locations and groups. Institutional prestige is valuable, but inclusive development
requires practical pathways through which people can learn, contribute and benefit over
time.

Self-assessment
Institutional context: 2 | Education and access: 3 | Regional economic links: 3 | Evaluation and
clarity: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E2, E3; proposed development measures. Editorial model answer.
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07 / Living traditions

Design a practitioner-centred programme to support Yakshagana and
Dollu Kunitha without reducing them to tourist displays.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Yakshagana brings together dance, drama, music and dialogue, while Dollu Kunitha is a
drum-dance tradition. A support programme should recognise their distinct practices and
the people who transmit them, rather than treat both as interchangeable entertainment.

Practitioners should help determine priorities for training, rehearsal spaces, materials
and performance opportunities. Paid apprenticeships and school partnerships can support
learning, provided they respect the time and expertise required. Documentation should
credit artists and follow their decisions about recording and reuse.

Livelihood support can include fair contracts, transparent payment schedules and
assistance with direct booking. Tourism may provide income, but shorter presentations
should be clearly described and should not displace opportunities for fuller community
performances. Participation should be accessible to younger learners and other
interested groups.

Evaluation should track sustained practice, learner progression and practitioner earnings,
alongside audience numbers. A successful programme strengthens the ability of artists
and communities to shape the future of their traditions while adapting to changing social
and economic circumstances.

Self-assessment
Distinct traditions: 2 | Transmission and practitioner agency: 3 | Fair livelihoods: 3 |
Evaluation and coherence: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: C4, C5; cultural-policy proposal. Editorial model answer.
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08 / Ethics and evidence

A tourism officer must evaluate a grant application from an enterprise
in which a close relative has a financial interest. Explain the appropriate
response.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The situation creates a potential conflict between public responsibility and private
relationships. The officer should disclose the relevant connection through the prescribed
channel and follow applicable recusal and independent review procedures. Disclosure alone
may not remove the risk if the officer continues to influence the decision.

The application should be assessed against published criteria by people able to act
impartially. Relevant records, scoring and reasons should be preserved, with confidential
information protected. Neither automatic approval nor rejection merely because of the
relationship would establish a fair decision.

The wider process should allow appropriate scrutiny and complaints without exposing
applicants to unnecessary personal disclosure. Clear responsibilities and separation of
roles can reduce informal pressure on evaluators. Any attempt to influence the
assessment should be documented and handled through the authorised process.

After a grant is awarded, monitoring should examine agreed activities and outcomes
consistently across recipients. Ethical administration requires both impartial selection
and accountable implementation, so that public funds serve the programme's purpose and
residents can trust the process.

Self-assessment
Conflict recognition: 2 | Disclosure and process: 3 | Impartial assessment and records: 3 |
Accountability and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: Hypothetical editorial ethics case; exact procedures depend on applicable rules. Editorial
model answer.
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

EX1 / KPSC: below-degree Group C syllabus (retrieval unsuccessful)
kpsc.kar.nic.in

EX2 / KPSC: Gazetted Probationers syllabus (retrieval unsuccessful)
kpsc.kar.nic.in

H1 / Karnataka Tourism: Rajyotsava and renaming
old.karnatakatourism.org

H2 / Regional Commissioner Mysuru: state history and geography
rcmysore.gov.in

H3 / Bengaluru Urban district: history
bengaluruurban.nic.in

H4 / PIB: Kittur Vijayotsava, 1824 commemoration
www.pib.gov.in

H5 / Karnataka Tourism: Srirangapatna
karnatakatourism.org

G1 / Karnataka Tourism: Kaveri Sankramana and Talakaveri
karnatakatourism.org

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://kpsc.kar.nic.in/Syllabus%20Group-C%20Below%20Degree%20level%20Posts%20KCSR%202021.pdf
https://kpsc.kar.nic.in/syll_GP.pdf
https://old.karnatakatourism.org/destinations/karnataka-rajyothsava-day/
https://rcmysore.gov.in/about-department/introduction/
https://bengaluruurban.nic.in/en/history/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2067654&lang=2&reg=3
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/destinations/srirangapatna/
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/events/kaveri-sankramana/
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

G2 / Karnataka Tourism: Jog Falls
karnatakatourism.org

G3 / Karnataka Tourism: Mullayyanagiri Peak
karnatakatourism.org

G4 / Tungabhadra Board: Tungabhadra Dam
tbboard.gov.in

C1 / UNESCO: Group of Monuments at Hampi
whc.unesco.org

C2 / UNESCO: Group of Monuments at Pattadakal
whc.unesco.org

C3 / UNESCO: Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas
whc.unesco.org

C4 / Karnataka Tourism: Yakshagana
karnatakatourism.org

C5 / Karnataka Tourism: Dollu Kunitha
karnatakatourism.org

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/attractions/jog-falls/
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/attractions/mullayyanagiri-peak/
https://tbboard.gov.in/80-2/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/241/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/239/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1670/
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/experiences/yakshagana/
https://karnatakatourism.org/en/experiences/dollu-kunitha/
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

C6 / PIB: speech referring to Kuvempu and the Nadageete
www.pib.gov.in

N1 / UNESCO: Western Ghats
whc.unesco.org

N2 / Wildlife Institute of India: Bandipur Tiger Reserve
mee-tr.wii.gov.in

E1 / Coffee Board of India: coffee-growing regions
coffeeboard.gov.in

E2 / ISRO: organisational profile
www.isro.gov.in

E3 / Indian Institute of Science: institutional heritage
www.iisc.ac.in

Read sources in context
EX1 and EX2 record unsuccessful official-source access. No exam pattern, weightage or
previous-year frequency is claimed from these documents.

State formation in 1956 and renaming in 1973 are different events. Historic source
boundaries and spellings may differ from present usage.

Numerical cases are invented. Policy models propose approaches rather than state legal
entitlements. Changing statistics, schemes and office-holders are outside this stable-facts
edition.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1902428&lang=2&reg=48
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1342/
https://mee-tr.wii.gov.in/Home/Geospatial/bandipur-tiger-reserve
https://coffeeboard.gov.in/coffee-regions-india.html
https://www.isro.gov.in/profile.html
https://www.iisc.ac.in/about/general-information/about-heritage/?lang=hi
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