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Mains answer-writing practice

8 original descriptive questions + model answers

State GK and state-linked general studies, in one PDF.

Higher level: eight analytical prompts, each with a roughly 150-word model response
and a suggested 10-mark self-assessment guide.

These are original practice questions, not previous-year questions or an official mock.
This focused first collection does not replace an exam-specific syllabus.

Language: English. Core focus: history, geography, heritage, governance, development,
environment and institutions.

This edition emphasises stable concepts. It is not a current-affairs digest; verify
changing schemes, office-holders, district boundaries and budget figures separately.

How to use this book
Write your response before reading the model. Use the marking guide to check
coverage, accuracy and structure. Marks and word targets are practice choices.

Research and scope - page 2
Start practice - page 3
Source register - page 11
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Foundation level
The basic set uses direct state-GK recall, simple concepts and one-step calculations. This is
an editorial foundation level. The JSSC JILCCE 2026 brochure (EX1) could not be retrieved;
no JSSC pattern or topic weightage is claimed.

Higher-level exam evidence
JPSC Advertisement 01/2024 (EX2) provides two objective preliminary GS papers, including
a dedicated Jharkhand paper, and six descriptive mains papers. This is a cycle-specific
reference, not confirmation of the next notification.

What the state paper covers
The JPSC syllabus includes regional history and movements, culture, literature, land laws,
geography and resources, industry, displacement, policies, forests, environment and
disasters. These themes guide this original selection; topic frequency has not been
estimated.

Scope and limits
These PDFs are state-linked supplements, not full syllabus coverage. Land-law provisions,
language papers, changing schemes and current affairs need separate study. The advanced
set adds analysis; mains marks, word targets and rubrics are editorial practice choices.

Use the collection
Begin with 40 basic MCQs, progress to 24 advanced MCQs, then write eight mains responses
before reading the models. Consult the exact recruitment notice for eligibility, syllabus and
marking. All factual source IDs are listed at the end.
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01 / History and resistance

Compare the Santhal Hul and Birsa Munda's Ulgulan. Explain their
significance without treating them as identical movements.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The Santhal Hul of 1855-56 and Birsa Munda's Ulgulan of 1899-1900 arose in different
settings, but both challenged structures that threatened tribal livelihoods and autonomy.
Sidhu and Kanhu were prominent leaders of the Hul, while Birsa provided leadership to
Ulgulan.

The Hul confronted exploitation associated with colonial administration, landlords and
moneylenders. Ulgulan centred on Munda grievances over land, interference by outsiders
and the aspiration for self-rule. These struggles combined material concerns with
community mobilisation; their leadership, chronology and social contexts should remain
distinct.

Their significance extends beyond isolated episodes of disorder. They demonstrate that
resistance to colonial rule included local struggles over land, dignity and authority. They
also provide historical context for later debates about tribal identity and regional
aspirations in Jharkhand.

A balanced answer should avoid projecting present institutions onto nineteenth-century
actors. Historical comparison is strongest when it identifies shared pressures while
preserving differences in community experience, aims and organisation.

Self-assessment
Chronology and leaders: 2 | Grievances and context: 3 | Comparison and significance: 3 |
Accuracy and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: H3, H4. Editorial model answer.
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02 / Minerals and welfare

How can Jharkhand translate mineral and industrial activity into
inclusive development?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Jharkhand's mineral and industrial associations include Jharia's coking coal, the
Singhbhum copper belt and steel production at Bokaro and Jamshedpur. These activities
can support employment and public revenue, but high output alone does not demonstrate
broad welfare gains.

An inclusive strategy should connect investment with local skills, safe employment and
opportunities for smaller suppliers. Public spending should improve reliable water, health,
education and transport, particularly in settlements bearing extraction-related costs.
Transparent procurement and accessible grievance systems can help residents scrutinise
delivery.

Environmental management must address water quality, land restoration and cumulative
pressures rather than assess each facility in isolation. Affected households need
meaningful participation and livelihood recovery measures consistent with applicable
requirements.

Progress should be tracked through household incomes, service access, employment
quality and environmental indicators alongside production. Publishing geographically
comparable data can reveal uneven benefits. The goal is an economy in which resource
activity improves everyday capabilities while managing social and ecological costs over
time.

Self-assessment
Resource context: 2 | Economic and service measures: 3 | Social and environmental
safeguards: 3 | Indicators and clarity: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E1, E2, E3, E5; policy analysis. Editorial model answer.
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03 / Displacement and rehabilitation

A proposed mine may affect several villages. Outline a fair approach to
appraisal and livelihood rehabilitation.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
A fair process begins before a final project decision. Authorities should establish who may
be affected, including people dependent on common resources or informal livelihoods, and
explain the proposal in accessible languages. Baseline information should cover income,
housing, services, water and community institutions.

Appraisal should examine alternatives, cumulative environmental impacts and whether
displacement can be avoided or reduced. Consultation should allow residents to question
evidence and record disagreements. Applicable land, forest and rehabilitation
requirements must be verified for the particular location and project.

If the project proceeds, implementation should combine lawful entitlements with practical
support for livelihood recovery, skills, services and transition needs. Delivery schedules,
responsibilities and grievance channels should be clear and independently reviewable.

Monitoring should continue after relocation or land loss. Compensation paid is an input;
restored livelihoods, service access and community stability are more meaningful
outcomes. Disaggregated follow-up can identify households left behind and trigger
corrective action rather than treating a payment as the end of rehabilitation.

Self-assessment
Baseline and participation: 3 | Alternatives and applicable framework: 2 | Implementation: 3 |
Monitoring and clarity: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: EX2 syllabus context; hypothetical policy framework. Editorial model answer.
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04 / Living heritage

Suggest a community-centred plan to support Chhau and Sohrai-Khovar
traditions while expanding livelihood opportunities.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Chhau is recognised by UNESCO as intangible cultural heritage, while Sohrai-Khovar
painting is associated with the Hazaribag region. These living traditions depend on
practitioners, learning relationships and cultural settings, not simply on performances
or products sold to visitors.

Support should begin with community priorities. Paid training, rehearsal space, materials
and opportunities for younger learners can strengthen transmission. Documentation
should credit practitioners and respect decisions about what may be recorded or
commercially reproduced. Distinct traditions should not be merged into a single
marketable stereotype.

Livelihood measures can include fair contracts, direct sales, transparent commissions and
support for safe digital marketing. Tourism events should schedule performances
responsibly and ensure that earnings reach artists. Schools and local institutions can
create regular learning opportunities rather than occasional ceremonial displays.

Evaluation should consider practitioner income, participation of younger learners and
community control alongside visitor numbers. Cultural support succeeds when people can
sustain the practice on their own terms while gaining worthwhile economic opportunities.

Self-assessment
Accurate cultural context: 2 | Transmission and consent: 3 | Fair livelihoods: 3 | Evaluation
and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: C1, C2, C3; proposed measures. Editorial model answer.
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05 / River-basin governance

Using the Damodar Valley context, explain why water governance
requires coordination across sectors and administrative boundaries.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The Damodar Valley illustrates the logic of multipurpose river development: flood
management, irrigation and power generation interact within one basin. Decisions
upstream can affect downstream settlements, agriculture and ecosystems, including
across state boundaries.

Effective governance therefore requires shared information on rainfall, storage,
releases, demand and water quality. Agencies should agree on operating responsibilities
and communicate risks in time for local authorities and residents to act. Planning should
account for seasonal variability rather than assume that average conditions describe
every year.

Trade-offs require explicit discussion. Reservoir operations beneficial for one purpose
may constrain another, while industrial or urban use can create pressure on other users.
Environmental monitoring and pollution-source control should accompany supply
planning. Participation can help identify local needs and overlooked risks.

Success should be assessed through reduced vulnerability, reliable services and ecological
conditions, not construction alone. Basin-level coordination complements local
administration by addressing connected water flows that cannot be managed effectively
through isolated district decisions or single-sector targets.

Self-assessment
Basin context: 2 | Coordination and information: 3 | Trade-offs and participation: 3 |
Outcomes and coherence: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E6; governance analysis. Editorial model answer.
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06 / Accessible public services

Design a practical approach to improving public services in remote
forest settlements in Jharkhand.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Improving services in remote forest settlements requires understanding actual barriers:
travel time, seasonal isolation, language, connectivity and the costs of repeated visits. A
local baseline should identify underserved households and map existing service points with
community participation.

Delivery can combine reliable nearby facilities, scheduled outreach and supported digital
access. Mobile or outreach arrangements need staff, supplies and predictable timetables;
they should not become substitutes for dependable systems. Information should be
available in locally understood languages, with assistance for people who cannot use online
processes independently.

Coordination between departments can reduce repeated documentation and travel. Clear
responsibility, published service schedules and accessible grievance channels allow
residents to identify failures. Community feedback should include women, older people
and people with disabilities rather than rely only on prominent representatives.

Monitoring must distinguish activity from results. Counts of camps or devices are
insufficient without evidence of timely, usable services. Independent checks and seasonal
review can identify interruptions and guide changes in staffing, transport or delivery
arrangements.

Self-assessment
Barriers and baseline: 2 | Delivery design: 3 | Inclusion and accountability: 3 | Outcome
monitoring: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: Editorial service-delivery scenario. Editorial model answer.
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07 / Conservation and livelihoods

How can conservation around Betla and Palamau be aligned with local
livelihood needs?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Betla National Park forms part of Palamau Tiger Reserve, a landscape associated with
Project Tiger since 1973. Conservation planning must protect habitats while
understanding the livelihoods and everyday concerns of neighbouring communities.

A useful starting point is participatory mapping of resource dependence, access routes
and conflict hotspots. Authorities should explain applicable rules clearly and establish
trustworthy channels for reporting wildlife encounters or other difficulties. Responses
should be timely and based on verified circumstances rather than assumptions about
communities.

Livelihood support can include locally appropriate skills, responsible nature tourism and
sustainable activities permitted under the applicable framework. Benefits should be
transparent and reasonably distributed; tourism opportunities alone may not reach all
households or remain stable throughout the year.

Monitoring should examine habitat condition, wildlife pressures, conflict patterns and
household outcomes together. Community feedback can help adjust interventions.
Conservation gains are more durable when institutions build trust, reduce avoidable
hardship and provide credible alternatives while maintaining ecological objectives and
legal responsibilities over the long term.

Self-assessment
Protected-area context: 2 | Participation and conflict response: 3 | Livelihood design: 3 |
Balanced monitoring: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: N1; proposed conservation approach. Editorial model answer.
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08 / Evidence and accountability

A report claims a scheme succeeded because expenditure rose after
state formation. Critically assess the claim and propose a stronger
evaluation.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Higher expenditure after state formation does not by itself establish that a particular
scheme succeeded. Spending is an input; its effects depend on implementation, prices,
population needs and the quality of services delivered. Jharkhand's formation in 2000 also
makes the choice of comparable historical units important.

Evaluation should first define the scheme's intended outcomes and identify an appropriate
baseline. Statistics must use comparable boundaries, definitions and periods. Inflation and
population change may require adjustment when interpreting expenditure trends.
Implementation records can show whether funds reached intended activities and
beneficiaries.

Outcome indicators should reflect the programme's purpose, supported by household
evidence and service-quality checks. Where feasible, comparison areas or phased
implementation can help distinguish programme effects from wider economic changes.
Qualitative feedback can explain why results differ across locations.

The final judgement should report uncertainty and distributional differences rather than
present a single spending figure as proof. Publishing methods and limitations allows
independent scrutiny and supports practical corrections where delivery falls short.

Self-assessment
Critique of inference: 3 | Comparable data and baseline: 2 | Evaluation design: 3 |
Transparency and structure: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: H2 formation date; editorial evaluation scenario. Editorial model answer.
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

EX1 / JSSC: JILCCE 2026 brochure (retrieval unsuccessful)
jssc.jharkhand.gov.in

EX2 / JPSC: Civil Services Advertisement 01/2024 and syllabus
www.jpsc.gov.in

H1 / Government of Jharkhand: state portal
www.jharkhand.gov.in

H2 / Government of Jharkhand: About State
www.jharkhand.gov.in

H3 / PIB: Birsa Munda and Ulgulan
www.pib.gov.in

H4 / IGNOU: popular resistance and tribal movements
egyankosh.ac.in

G1 / Ranchi district: Hundru waterfall
ranchi.nic.in

G2 / Jharkhand Tourism: Dassam waterfall
tourism.jharkhand.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://jssc.jharkhand.gov.in/sites/default/files/Brochure%20JILCCE-2026.pdf
https://www.jpsc.gov.in/data/Advertisement_01_24_dated_27_01_2024.pdf
https://www.jharkhand.gov.in/
https://www.jharkhand.gov.in/home/AboutState
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?ModuleId=3&NoteId=156019&lang=2&reg=3
https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/114801/1/Unit-3.pdf
https://ranchi.nic.in/tourist-place/hundru-waterfall/
https://tourism.jharkhand.gov.in/how-to-reach/64/1
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

G3 / Ramgarh district: Rajrappa temple and confluence
ramgarh.nic.in

C1 / UNESCO: Chhau dance
ich.unesco.org

C2 / Development Commissioner Handicrafts: Sohrai-Khovar painting
handicrafts.nic.in

C3 / Hazaribag district: culture and heritage
hazaribag.nic.in

C4 / Tribal Research Institute: tribal and folk paintings
www.trijharkhand.in

C5 / Government of Jharkhand: festivals
www.jharkhand.gov.in

C6 / President of India: Constitution in Santhali
www.presidentofindia.gov.in

N1 / Jharkhand Forest Department: Palamau Tiger Reserve
forest.jharkhand.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://ramgarh.nic.in/tourist-place/chinnamastika-mandir/
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/chhau-dance-00337
https://handicrafts.nic.in/crafts/All_Crafts/Craft_Categories/Miscellaneous/Folk_Painting/Sohrai%E2%80%93Khovar_Painting/SohraiKhovarPaintingIWebPage.html
https://hazaribag.nic.in/culture-heritage/
https://www.trijharkhand.in/en/tribal-and-folk-paintings-of-india-old
https://www.jharkhand.gov.in/home/AboutFestivals
https://www.presidentofindia.gov.in/press_releases/president-india-releases-constitution-india-santhali-language
https://forest.jharkhand.gov.in/wings_wildlife_protectedarea_palamau.aspx
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 28 October 2026.

E1 / Dhanbad district: Jharia
dhanbad.nic.in

E2 / SAIL: Bokaro Steel Plant
www.sail.co.in

E3 / Tata Steel: corporate portrait, report 2024-25
www.tatasteel.com

E4 / Koderma district: mines and minerals
koderma.nic.in

E5 / Jharkhand Mines Directorate: geological profile
gis1.jharkhand.gov.in

E6 / West Bengal Irrigation Department: Damodar Valley Corporation
wbiwd.gov.in

Read sources in context
EX1 is an access-limit record, not evidence for any exam-pattern claim. EX2 supports the
2024 JPSC syllabus description only.

Official and institutional pages support stable facts. Numerical cases and policy scenarios
are invented for practice; their explanations show the reasoning.

History and culture vary across communities. Model answers propose approaches; they do not
state legal entitlements or replace the applicable laws.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://dhanbad.nic.in/jharia/
https://www.sail.co.in/en/plants/about-bokaro-steel-plant
https://www.tatasteel.com/investors/integrated-report-2024-25/corporate-portrait.html
https://koderma.nic.in/mines-and-minerals/
https://gis1.jharkhand.gov.in/dgm/geological_profile_of_jharkhand.html
https://wbiwd.gov.in/index.php/applications/dvc
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