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Mains answer-writing practice

8 original descriptive questions + model answers

State GK and state-linked general studies, in one PDF.

Higher level: eight analytical prompts, each with a roughly 150-word model response
and a suggested 10-mark self-assessment guide.

These are original practice questions, not previous-year questions or an official mock.
This focused first collection does not replace an exam-specific syllabus.

Language: English. Core focus: history, geography, heritage, governance, development,
environment and institutions.

This edition emphasises stable concepts. It is not a current-affairs digest; verify
changing schemes, office-holders, district boundaries and budget figures separately.

How to use this book
Write your response before reading the model. Use the marking guide to check
coverage, accuracy and structure. Marks and word targets are practice choices.

Research and scope - page 2
Start practice - page 3
Source register - page 11
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Clerical exam evidence
The SPSC LDC 2022 syllabus combines English with GK and basic computer knowledge.
English includes objective and conventional tasks; the GK-computer paper is objective. The
indexed syllabus was readable, though direct PDF retrieval timed out. Basic here denotes
foundation difficulty; this state-GK supplement is not a complete LDC mock. [EX1]

Higher exam evidence
SPSC's question-bank index lists 2025 combined prelims papers in GS and aptitude, and
mains papers in English and three GS divisions. Some scanned papers and the older detailed
syllabus were not readable in this research. We use verified paper labels, without claiming
exact topic coverage or analysing question frequency. [EX2, EX3]

Editorial practice levels
Basic uses recall and one-step skills. Advanced adds chronology, statements, evidence
checks, data and policy trade-offs. Mains offers eight analytical prompts and model answers.
Difficulty, timings, word targets and 10-mark rubrics are editorial practice choices. All
questions are original; broader national GS and language preparation remain necessary.

Sikkim focus
Statehood, Yuksom, constitutional change, rivers, sacred landscapes, state symbols, festivals,
organic farming, cardamom, tea, springs and disaster resilience anchor this collection.
Official sources support facts. Numerical datasets and administrative cases are hypothetical.
Policy proposals are editorial. Cultural associations do not imply identical beliefs or
practices among all residents.

Dates and limits
Checked 29 October 2026. State Day convention is distinguished from technical
constitutional commencement provisions. Changing district counts, permits, office-holders,
wildlife totals and production shares are excluded. Historical ecological descriptions are not
current censuses. Use current recruitment notices and the full applicable syllabus; this is
focused state-GS practice.
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01 / Statehood and evidence

Explain how to present Sikkim's statehood accurately in an examination
answer.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
An accurate answer should distinguish historical chronology, constitutional change and
public commemoration. The state government observes State Day on 16 May and identifies
1975 as the year Sikkim became India's twenty-second state. These are useful anchors for
a concise account.

The Thirty-sixth Amendment Act, 1975 inserted Sikkim in the First Schedule and
introduced Article 371F. This establishes the constitutional framework for discussing
statehood and special provisions. The amendment also contains transitional
arrangements, which should be read directly before making detailed legal claims.

Earlier monarchical history belongs to a different period. Official sources associate the
first Chogyal's consecration with Yuksom in 1642 and identify Phuntsog Namgyal as the
dynasty's first ruler. Connecting these milestones can explain change over time without
treating centuries of political history as a single event.

Use precise labels and avoid confusing a commemorative date with every technical
commencement provision. A balanced answer should state what each source establishes
and reserve interpretation for supported conclusions. Clear chronology, careful
constitutional references and awareness of source limits make the explanation more
reliable than an extended list of unsourced claims.

Self-assessment
Statehood anchors: 2; constitutional framework: 3; historical distinctions: 3; source
precision: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: H1-H3, P1; editorial historical synthesis. Editorial model answer.
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02 / Sacred landscapes

How should Khangchendzonga's natural and cultural values inform
conservation?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Khangchendzonga National Park is recognised by UNESCO for both natural and cultural
significance. Its mountain ecosystems coexist with sacred meanings. Conservation should
connect ecological evidence with community knowledge, recognising diverse traditions.

Management needs evidence about habitat condition, seasonal species use and
climate-related change. Monitoring should examine connected ecological zones rather
than assume that a boundary alone protects all processes. Visitor facilities and routes
require assessment of waste, water demand and disturbance before expansion is approved.

Community participation should include those who maintain cultural knowledge and those
whose livelihoods depend on the surrounding landscape. Interpretation must distinguish
documented beliefs from universal claims about residents. Recording cultural knowledge
requires consent, attribution and agreed rules for reuse, especially when tourism or
commercial promotion is involved.

Evaluate conservation condition, local benefits and satisfaction with decision-making
alongside visitor experience. Tourism income can help, but it does not justify damaging
the values that attract visitors. Integrated stewardship connects sacred meaning,
biodiversity, institutions and public dialogue.

Self-assessment
Mixed significance: 2; ecological management: 3; participation and cultural care: 3;
evaluation: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: N1; editorial conservation proposals. Editorial model answer.
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03 / Organic livelihoods

Suggest ways to strengthen farm livelihoods within Sikkim's organic
agricultural identity.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Sikkim's formal organic-state declaration in 2016 marked a policy achievement, but
sustaining farm livelihoods requires continuing attention to production and markets. A
certification milestone should not be treated as proof that every farmer receives a
premium or faces identical conditions.

Begin with crop-specific assessments of soil, pests, labour, input availability and expected
returns. Extension services should provide practical advice and record farmers'
experience over several seasons. For products such as large cardamom and mandarin,
local agro-climatic conditions and post-harvest requirements matter as much as the
organic label.

Market support should improve aggregation, quality handling, traceability and reliable
access to buyers. Transparent pricing and payment arrangements can reduce uncertainty.
Collective services should remain accountable to participating cultivators, including
smaller producers who may struggle with documentation, transport costs or irregular
quantities.

Evaluate net income, production stability, compliance costs and soil condition rather than
promotional visibility alone. Training and infrastructure should respond to demonstrated
bottlenecks. A durable organic economy connects environmental aims with viable
markets, without guaranteeing premiums or export success.

Self-assessment
Policy anchor and limits: 2; agronomic support: 3; market access and inclusion: 3; outcomes:
2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E1, E2, E4; editorial livelihood proposals. Editorial model answer.
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04 / Mountain water security

Explain how a springshed approach can improve water planning in
Sikkim.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Dhara Vikas provides a Sikkim-specific anchor for discussing spring revival. The
government describes an approach combining hydrogeological understanding, mapping,
recharge measures and community participation. Its central lesson is that a spring should
be understood as part of a groundwater system, not only as a visible outlet.

Assessment should record seasonal discharge, rainfall, water quality and demand. Mapping
can help identify recharge areas and groundwater pathways, which may not coincide neatly
with surface boundaries. Technical advice is needed before choosing interventions, because
one design will not suit every slope or geological setting.

Communities should help identify shortages, access problems and maintenance
arrangements. Where recharge work affects land used by others, clear agreements and
consultation are essential. Water planning should also consider demand management,
source protection and reliable distribution, so that additional discharge translates into
usable household service.

Evaluate results over dry and wet seasons, including reliability, quality, costs and user
experience. Counting trenches or expenditure alone cannot demonstrate success. A
springshed approach becomes effective when scientific diagnosis is linked with local
institutions that can maintain works, explain decisions and adapt to changing conditions.

Self-assessment
Springshed concept: 2; scientific diagnosis: 3; participation and service links: 3; seasonal
evaluation: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: D1; editorial water-planning analysis. Editorial model answer.
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05 / Disaster resilience

What lessons should mountain planning draw from the 2023 South
Lhonak disaster?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The 2023 needs assessment records the South Lhonak glacial lake outburst flood and
impacts along the Teesta. The event shows why mountain hazards should be examined as
connected processes affecting settlements, infrastructure and access, rather than as
isolated points on a map.

Risk assessment should combine current lake and slope observations with downstream
exposure information. Monitoring requires maintenance, reliable communication and
clear responsibility for interpreting warnings. Uncertainty should be communicated
honestly; no sensor can guarantee that every dangerous process will be detected in time.

Preparedness must connect warnings to action. Identify evacuation routes, assistance
needs and alternative communications, then test them through realistic drills.
Infrastructure appraisal should consider cascading failures and disrupted access,
including how essential supplies and services would reach communities when a main route
is unavailable.

Recovery should use evidence to reduce future vulnerability rather than merely reproduce
previous exposure. Review decisions with affected people and assess safety, livelihood
restoration and service continuity. Avoid reducing the event to one unsupported causal
claim. Resilience depends on coordinated institutions and sustained learning from
observed failures.

Self-assessment
Event and connected risk: 2; assessment and warnings: 3; preparedness and infrastructure:
3; recovery and learning: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: D2, D3; editorial resilience proposals. Editorial model answer.
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06 / Tourism and residents

Design a balanced approach to mountain tourism in Sikkim.
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
Sikkim's tourism appeal combines mountain scenery, cultural sites and agricultural
landscapes. These assets depend on environmental quality and functioning communities.
Tourism planning should therefore improve local livelihoods while protecting the
conditions that make destinations attractive and meaningful.

Before expanding facilities, assess water supply, waste disposal, access, habitat
sensitivity and emergency capacity. Visitor numbers should reflect local conditions
rather than a uniform growth target. Current official advisories and permissions must
guide access; old promotional material should not be treated as a permanent operating
schedule.

Residents, guides, accommodation providers and cultural custodians need meaningful
participation. Transparent local procurement and skills support can broaden benefits,
while fair contracts protect smaller businesses and workers. Sacred places require
respectful interpretation and behaviour rules developed with those responsible for them.
Participation in cultural demonstrations should remain voluntary.

Evaluate conservation condition, resident feedback, service pressures and local earnings
alongside visitor satisfaction. A high arrival count can conceal congestion, unequal
benefits or deteriorating water security. Adaptive review allows restrictions or facilities
to change when evidence requires it, making tourism a source of durable opportunity
rather than avoidable pressure.

Self-assessment
Tourism context: 2; capacity and practical planning: 3; participation and fair benefits: 3;
evaluation: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: G1, N1, E3 for context; editorial tourism proposals. Editorial model answer.
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07 / Crop value chains

How can cardamom farmers earn more beyond growing more?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
The Agriculture Department identifies large cardamom as a major cash crop of Sikkim.
Raising output can help, but farmer returns also depend on quality, costs, market access
and payment reliability. A value-chain approach examines these links rather than treating
production volume as the only objective.

Start with practical assessment of crop health, suitable planting material, labour and
post-harvest handling. Extension advice should respond to local conditions and
documented problems. Quality improvements must be explained in terms cultivators can
use, with demonstrations and opportunities to compare costs and results.

Collective aggregation, storage and buyer information may improve bargaining power
when managed transparently. Producers need understandable quality standards, accurate
weighing and predictable payments. Any processing or branding investment should first
establish real demand and operating costs; a new facility does not automatically create
profitable sales.

Track net margins, losses after harvest, price differences, payment delays and
participation of smaller growers. Review whether benefits reach cultivators and workers
rather than only intermediaries. Sustainable gains require evidence, coordination and
producer-led accountability.

Self-assessment
Crop and value-chain framing: 2; production-quality links: 3; markets and accountability: 3;
indicators: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: E2; editorial agricultural-economics proposals. Editorial model answer.
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08 / Ethics in relief

Influential residents demand priority in a hypothetical flood-relief
queue. How would you respond?
Practice target: about 150 words | Suggested marks: 10 | Try: 10 minutes

Model answer
I would distribute essential relief using verified need and the applicable rules. Personal
influence should not displace households facing greater vulnerability. I would explain the
criteria calmly, while ensuring that an argument does not delay urgent help for others
waiting.

First, verify available stock, household circumstances and immediate needs. Identify
people requiring assistance, including older residents, children and those with disabilities
or medical vulnerability. Use trained staff and community feedback to identify omissions,
while protecting sensitive personal information from unnecessary public exposure.

Keep records of allocations, shortages and reasons for priority. Provide clear distribution
information and a practical grievance route. If immediate rationing is unavoidable, explain
its basis and review it as supplies or needs change. Improper pressure should be
documented and handled through the appropriate process without retaliating against any
applicant.

After urgent distribution, reconcile stock and investigate complaints. Correct errors and
examine whether inaccessible procedures encouraged dependence on personal contacts.
Ethical relief administration requires impartial decisions, dignity and responsiveness,
supported by a system that affected people can understand, question and use without fear
or favour.

Self-assessment
Impartiality and urgency: 2; verified need and privacy: 3; records and review: 3; dignity and
system improvement: 2. Total: 10.

Evidence / basis: Hypothetical editorial ethics case; D2 disaster context. Editorial model answer.
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 29 October 2026.

EX1 / SPSC: LDC 2022 scheme and syllabus
spsc.sikkim.gov.in

EX2 / SPSC: official question-bank index, including 2025 combined exams
spsc.sikkim.gov.in

EX3 / SPSC: archived notices and recruitment-specific documents
spsc.sikkim.gov.in

H1 / State government: State Day and 1975 statehood
www.sikkim.gov.in

H2 / State Tourism: Yuksom and the 1642 consecration
www.sikkimtourism.gov.in

H3 / State anniversary portal: Namgyal dynasty and first Chogyal
50yearsofstatehood.sikkim.gov.in

P1 / Legislative Department: Constitution, Thirty-sixth Amendment Act
www.legislative.gov.in

G1 / Tourism Department: borders and main rivers
www.sikkim.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://spsc.sikkim.gov.in/Advertisements/LDC_Syllabus_06_08_2022.pdf
https://spsc.sikkim.gov.in/Question_Bank.html
https://spsc.sikkim.gov.in/Archive_Advertisement.html
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/media/news-announcement/news-info?name=State+Day+at+Chintan+Bhawan
https://www.sikkimtourism.gov.in/about/sikkim
https://50yearsofstatehood.sikkim.gov.in/
https://www.legislative.gov.in/static/uploads/2025/07/2a875dab390ddae1419f7f050ccd6ed0.pdf
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/departments/tourism-civil-aviation-department
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 29 October 2026.

G2 / State portal: geography, rivers and mountain ranges
www.sikkim.gov.in

N1 / UNESCO: Khangchendzonga National Park
whc.unesco.org

N2 / State portal: nature and state symbols
www.sikkim.gov.in

C1 / Culture Department: festivals and community associations
www.sikkim.gov.in

C2 / Tourism inception report: Yuksam and Rabdentse
sikkimtourism.gov.in

E1 / PIB: Sikkim organic transition and 2016 declaration
static.pib.gov.in

E2 / Agriculture Department: large cardamom
agri.sikkim.gov.in

E3 / Commerce and Industries: Temi Tea Estate
industries.sikkim.gov.in

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/department/departmentmenudetails?url=Menu%3Dtourism-civil-aviation-department%2Fgeography
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1513/
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/department/departmentmenudetails?url=Menu%3Dtourism-civil-aviation-department%2Fnature
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/departments/cultural-affairs-and-heritage-department/festivals-in-sikkim
https://sikkimtourism.gov.in/DownloadableFiles/Final%20Inception%20Report.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2023/may/doc2023516199301.pdf
https://agri.sikkim.gov.in/Department/AgriSubMenuDetails?ContID=28&SubContID=117
https://industries.sikkim.gov.in/visitors/industriesandcompanies
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Source IDs beside answers map to the links below. Blue source titles are clickable. Research
checked 29 October 2026.

E4 / Horticulture Department: Sikkim mandarin
www.sikkim.gov.in

D1 / State government: Dhara Vikas and springshed management
www.sikkim.gov.in

D2 / SSDMA: 2023 glacial lake outburst flood needs assessment
ssdma.nic.in

D3 / SSDMA: monitoring, early warning and preparedness activities
www.ssdma.nic.in

Read sources in context
EX1 concerns the 2022 LDC syllabus. EX2 verifies paper labels, not detailed scanned
contents. EX3 links recruitment documents. Some PDFs timed out or exceeded retrieval
limits; no exact current paper-weightage or full-syllabus claim is made.

P1 is the original amendment text, including transitional provisions. State Day is observed on
16 May; no technical legal-commencement date is tested. Tourism descriptions contain
legends and older statistics: only identified stable facts are used.

N2 has outdated taxonomy: it is used for state symbols, not animal classification. D2
provides a historical event anchor; causal details and damage totals are not tested. Current
travel access and safety instructions require fresh official advisories.

https://sarkarijobtrack.com/learn
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/department/departmentmenudetails?url=Menu%3Dhorticulture-cash-crop-department%2Ffruits
https://www.sikkim.gov.in/media/news-announcement/news-info?name=District-Level+Meeting+held+on+JJM%2C+SBM-G+and+Springshed+Management+Initiatives
https://ssdma.nic.in/Uploads/resources/SIKKIM%20PDNA.pdf
https://www.ssdma.nic.in/activities.html
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